
Dear families 
At this point in time we are all experiencing a 
whole new world with the changes that have 
been made to our daily lives. For some, home 
life has become more complicated. Parents are 
dealing with learning from home, employment 
instability, as some have lost jobs or hours, and 
concerns about the health of family members. 
Who would have ever predicted the difficulties 
we face? I can assure you that everyone is 
affected by the situation that is upon us and 
whilst there may be some silver linings that 
come out of it all, at the moment we are 
uncertain as to how long this will continue or to 
what degree. We know that things such as a 
family get together or a birthday celebration 
look vastly different to what they have ever 
done before. Adaptability and change have 
become a part of everyday life.  Once we get 
through this we will emerge with more 
strength, resilience and courage than what we 
had before. 
School will be open for every learner to access 
unless the current health advice changes and 
there is a directive to close schools.  There are 
a number of reasons that families will choose 
to send children to school just as equally there 
are a number of reasons that families will 
choose to have their children learn from home 
through distance learning. Every family has the 
right to make the choice that best suits their 
needs. We respect the decision of each family.  
Whilst learning will look different to what it has 
previously during this time, you are first and 
foremost your child’s first teacher. You send 
them to us with their learned behaviours, their 
values, knowledge, skills and talents and our 
job at school is to continue to develop them as 
learners. At school they access learning from a 
variety of teachers in all areas of the Australian 
Curriculum, incorporating cross curriculum 
priorities and general capabilities. With your 
support we will continue to teach students in 
the best way that we can, delivering the 
intended learning via all available avenues. 
Please be confident that our students will be 
ok. Yes there will be more anger and negative 
behaviours as they realise more and more each 
day that they can’t do the things that they 
normally do.  This is to be expected as children 
are just as worried as adults are. They are 
hearing and seeing things around them 

changing. Images of worried adults and extra 
media focus is everywhere, as well as picking up 
on tension and anxiety in others. Yes, the idea 
of some time off school may sound exciting to 
some but in reality they are not prepared for 
staying home, learning from home and being 
socially isolated. Children want to keep catching 
up with friends, go on play dates, playgrounds/
skateparks and sleepovers. They can’t do that 
and that means the new normal is not what 
they pictured. 
At this time your child’s emotional wellbeing, 
and physical and mental health are most 
important. Once these are supported then 
learning will happen. There will be times when 
your child absolutely refuses to so some of the 
learning provided by teachers at home, and 
they won’t remember some of the learning that 
they have done, but what they will remember is 
the unconditional support and the fun they 
have had with their family during this time. 
Things like cooking and gardening together, 
dancing around the lounge, or reading a 
favourite book snuggled up under a blanket 
tent with a torch, will help them to feel 
comforted and loved. They will remember that 
and they will feel more secure about the fact 
that it will be okay. 
Every other child is in the same predicament 
and they will be okay because they have you 
and they will be supported by us. When your 
child returns to school, teachers will set their 
learning from where they are at and continue 
to provide learning which meets the needs of 
every student. 
We will provide you with updates and lots of 
information about learning programs. At times 
you may feel information overload and we 
don’t expect that you will take it all in, but we 
want to ensure that you will have the 
information to reference back to when you 
need it. 
I sincerely thank our school community for their 
endless support and kindness during this time. 
Your heartfelt gratitude for our staff has been 
very much appreciated. 
In the meantime, have a great couple of weeks 
and cherish your time together. Stay safe and 
we will be in touch with you next term. 
Take Care 
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Wishing everyone a 
safe and happy Easter 

 
Take care of each other 

 
Term 2 commences 
Monday 27th April 

 
We look forward to 

seeing you whether you 
are here or learning 

from home! 
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Living Safely with Pets  
With 

The West Unit 
This term the West unit was fortunate to receive a very    
special visit from Lee and Darcy. Darcy is a gorgeous Border 
Collie who has been trained by Lee over many years.          
The purpose of this visit was to educate our junior primary 
students about the importance of animal safety. 
Lee, who is a qualified dog trainer, went through the         
following information with the students: 

 Supervision or Separation 

 The safe way to approach a dog 

 What to do if approached by an angry dog 

 Recognising when to leave a dog alone 

 Body Language 
 
Lee and Darcy provided the students with real life         
demonstrations relating to the above points, and at the end 
the students were able to use what they had learnt with  
Darcy and were even able to give Darcy a pat too! 
 

Children and Dogs: the Fast Facts 

When meeting or at play with a dog, children should: 

 Never approach or go to pat unfamiliar dogs without asking the permis-
sion of the owner 

 Never tease, hurt or provoke a dog 

 Approach any dog slowly, hold out your arm, but keep it low with the 
back of your closed hand facing the dog 

 Stroke dogs gently on the chest, shoulder or back, do not pat them on 
the head 

 Stand still if being approached by a strange dog – try not to squeal or 
jump 

 Avoid direct eye contact with an unknown dog – as it may feel threat-
ened by this and react aggressively 

 Never run and scream as this is prey behaviour and many dogs will 
chase as a game or as an attack 
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St Agnes School Easter Raffle 
We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the whole school      
community for getting behind and supporting the Term 1 Easter Raffle. It was 
amazing to see that despite the uncertainty surrounding families at this current 
time, you all   rallied around and supported our school fundraising efforts. 
We had an overwhelming number of donations which made up 7 wonderful prize 
packs for our winners to enjoy! 
I have a feeling a few tummies might be a little bit rounder after the Easter break! 
Congratulations to the following families who won a prize and a special             
congratulations to Evie from 3 West who won the Student Prize! 

Happy Easter Everyone! 
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STEM with the North Unit 
11 North have been learning about wiring up electrical circuits and how different forces play a role in 
the world around us. We recently completed the design thinking process, with ambitions to create a 
Formula 1 car next term using electrical energy and principles of force. 

OUR F1 Car Design  
By Adam, Kaedon, Mitchell, Caleb &     
Daniel  
Formula One cars are as much defined by 
their aerodynamic look as by their engines. 
Racing cars are   designed to go fast, and 
any vehicle travelling at high speeds must 
be able to both reduce air resistance and       
generate downforce in order to stay stable 
on the road. 

The 9V battery will be put near the front of the car for almost 50/50 weight distribution for a better ride, and the motor will 
be in the back of the car and power the rear wheels because the front of the car will be slightly heavier than the back. We 
will have the front of the car on an angle going up then when it’s driving the air will go over the front and window with no 
problem. Below the front, there will be an air intake which will be 1 centimetre high so that the battery and motor won ’t 
overheat.  
 
The back wheel will be wider than the front wheel for better acceleration/ no drag and won't burn power as quick. We will 
add a seat and then the car will be a little bit lighter for it to go faster. A real F1 car is 660 Kg so we obviously need to make 
it a lot less heavy than that. The length of an F1 car is 5.65400 meters, we only want our car to be 30 times smaller. 
5.65400m divided by 30 = 18.8466667. So our car will be around 19cm.We are being sponsored by Doritos and St Agnes 
primary school. The motor in the car will be an electric Ferrari. 

 

MATERIALS NEEDED-  
 Pine or thick balsa wood 
 Motor 
 alligator clips 
 Battery 
 Sandpaper 
 Stanley knife 
 ruler  
 a led pencil/textas.  

We’re thinking that the colour of the car could be 
like a dark grey and have the sponsors of Doritos, St 
Agnes School and Kumho tires. The car will be wired 
up and when it’s race time all you need to do is flick 
a switch which will help the electricity conduct and 

make the motor run and the rear axle spin.  

 

SAPSASA 
Softball 

2020 

This year we had two teams represent St Agnes School in the annual SAPSASA Softball competition. 
Both teams played 4 games each with the boys winning their first 3 games, the last being a tight battle 
with Ardtornish. The boys finished 3rd overall! The girls were the complete opposite, losing their first 3 
but then coming back triumphantly to win the last game against the competition favourites. All of our 
students showed brilliant sportsmanship and teamwork and were able to persevere and learn    
throughout the day. A special mention must be made to the parent volunteers who assisted on the day. 
These events can not happen without you. Congratulations to everyone on what was a great day! 


